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For more information on scheduled events, call us at: (210) 223-5203, or go to our website at www.HabitatSA.org/events/

311 Probandt
San Antonio, TX 78204

Thank you for your support!

OCTOCT
Hab-i-tour Lunch    

October 15th at 12:00 PM 
311 Probandt

RSVP to Camaron 
Connect@HabitatSA.org

OCT
Volunteer Orientation
October 5th at 6:00PM 

Zoom Meeting
RSVP to Sandy

Volunteer@HabitatSA.org

HABITAT HAPPENINGS - UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SHOP • DONATE • VOLUNTEER

Visit us at any of our three locations!
311 Probandt, San Antonio, TX 78204
5482 Walzem, San Antonio, TX 78218

8125 Meadow Leaf, San Antonio, TX 78227

Store Hours: M-F: 8am – 6pm, Sat: 9am – 5pm

“Give us a call, Don’t  trash it all.”

Volunteer Orientation
November 18th at 12:00PM 

Zoom Meeting
RSVP to Sandy

Volunteer@HabitatSA.org

NOVNOVNOV
House Dedication & 

Build for Better Bash
November 13th at 10:00 AM

13801 Watson Road
Rancho Carlota

NOV

Habitat MattersVolunteer Orientation
October 21st at 6:00PM 

Zoom Meeting
RSVP to Sandy

Volunteer@HabitatSA.org

2001
• Celebrated 25th anniversary
• Built 250th house on Delgado  
 Street

2004
• Opened second Home Center  
 at 5482 Walzem 

2006
• Celebrated 30th anniversary 
• The Torres family, Habitat’s  
 first family, burns their   
 mortgage to celebrate   
 paying it off

2007
• Opened third Home Center 
 at 8125 Meadow Leaf 

2012
• Groundbreaking ceremony 
 for Morning Star Terrace

2016
• Celebrated 40th anniversary

2017
•  Built 1,000th house in  
 partnership with Valero  
 Energy Foundation
•  Cross Timber Homes Founded

2020
• Habitat sees historic drop in  
 volunteers due to COVID-19  
 Pandemic but manages   
 to reach and exceed goal of  
 building 50 homes

2021
•  Habitat for Humanity of San 
 Antonio begins construction  
 of 45th Anniversary house

1976
•  Incorporated in November 1976
• Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio (originally  
 named the San Antonio Fund for Humanity) is  
 born!
• Fundraising for first Habitat house in US begins

1978
• Torres family moves into first completed  
 Habitat home 

1982
•  Habitat hires first staff member

1991
• 15th anniversary 
• Miracle Week 
 (3 house blitz)

1993
• First Women’s house build

1994
• Received funding to purchase vacant Joske’s   
 warehouse at 311 Probandt 
• Opened first Home Center  (previously named  
 the ReSTORE) on 311 Probandt
• Office relocated to 311 Probandt (from First   
 Presbyterian) 

1995
• Started    
 construction of
 first large scale
 subdivision named
 Plaza Florencia (41  
 homes)

1996
• Built 100th house
• 20th year   
 Anniversary Build – 
 “blitz built” 20   
 houses in two weeks

1997
• Habitat forms partnership with  
 Texas Department of Corrections
• First year to receive AmeriCorps 

1987
•  Jimmy Carter writes letter commending Habitat  
 on 10 years of service

Torres Family moves into 
1st Habitat home,  1978

Letter from Former President, 
Jimmy Carter, 1987

Women’s Build, 1993

Blitz Build, 1991

311 Probandt, 1994

Habitat founder, Faith Lytle 
(pictured at right), at House 

Dedication, 1996 Volunteers Sawing, 2020

1,000th House, 2017

40th Anniversary, 2016

Morning Star Terrace 
Ground Breaking, 2012

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

/HabitatforHumanityofSanAntonio          /HabitatSanAntonio             /HabitatforHumanityofSanAntonio                       @HabitatSATX                                       

Connect with us!

HABITAT MATTERS is a newsletter  
of Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio
210-223-5203 | 210-223-5536 (fax)
www.HabitatSA.org
Published Quarterly 
Writers: Habitat Staff

Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio 
is an ecumenical Christian organization 
working in partnership with God’s 
people in need to build modest, decent 
and affordable homes without interest 
or profit, thereby witnessing God’s love 
in action.

There are lots of great ways to give:
 • Donate in honor of a friend or loved one.
 • Make a donation of stock or list Habitat for   
  Humanity of San Antonio in your will.
 • Give through our website at HabitatSA.org or   
  mail a check in the enclosed envelope.
 • Give a convenient monthly donation through 
  our website: HabitatSA.org 

100% of your donation helps build homes 
for families right here in San Antonio!

Help Us - Build for Better!

Torres Family, 2006

Plaza Florencia, 1995

Millard and Linda Fuller 
at Blitz Build, 1996

FIAT
November 2nd at 12:00 PM

14900 San Pedro Ave
RSVP to Bethany

Partner@HabitatSA.org

Volunteer Orientation  
November 2nd at 6:00PM 

Zoom Meeting
RSVP to Sandy

Volunteer@HabitatSA.org



A roadside billboard—a ray of hope for Habitat 
homeowner Crystal Santos who recalled the 
transformative moment, “I’m very grateful for 
the billboard I saw off the highway and making 
that call! I love Habitat and staff for helping me 
along the way!”  

Santos is one of dozens of Habitat homeowners who 
responded to the Measuring Impact: 45 Years of 
Affordable Home Building Survey. Habitat prepares 
homeowners like Santos with 300 hours of “sweat 
equity” and 17 homeownership readiness courses 
but after receiving the keys, contact 
is often whittled down to a 
monthly mortgage payment 
and periodic family newsletter. 
Life goes on for homeowners 
and Habitat aims to reach more 
low-income families in need of 
a “hand up”. On this sapphire 
anniversary— after building 
homes in partnership with 1,200 
+ families—we wanted to better 
understand the everyday impact 
of affordability. 

“It helps me so much to be able to afford my mortgage! 
To be able to build my own home and brag about it,” 
Santos joked, “but it’s made an impact on my life. No more 
jumping from home to home.”

Veronica Maldonado echoes that sentiment. She moved 
into her home with her daughter Sophia in March of 
2021. “Having a home has given [me] peace of mind. This 
is our home and it feels great to know I’m working to 
provide a better life for my daughter.”

An affordable forever home is life-changing for families 
like the Maldonados, considering rent in San Antonio 
now averages $1,446 for 
a 3 bedroom apartment. 
Habitat offers the same 
size home with a $675 
monthly mortgage 
payment (including taxes 
and insurance). 

Sophia, (4) may 
not understand yet 
but her mother’s 
accomplishment is 

Bright Futures Ahead
How Affordability Changes Lives 

Holiday Hours 
All Habitat Home Center locations will be closed 
for Thanksgiving Wed. Nov. 24th and Thur. Nov. 
25th as well as for Christmas from Thur. Dec. 16th 
through Sun. Jan. 2nd.  Locations will re-open Mon. 
Jan. 3rd at 8am.

Black Friday 
All locations will be open for Black Friday, Friday 
Nov. 26th from 8am-6pm.  Please stay tuned 
for new sales and promotions by visiting our 
Facebook page at Habitat Home Center or sign 
up for our weekly emails by texting HomeCenter 
to 22828.

Cyber Monday 
Not keen on big crowds or long lines?  Shop 
online to “click and collect” your purchases 
quickly at our 311 Probandt location.  Visit 
shophabitathomecenter.habitatsa.org for your 
home improvement, décor and gardening needs!

Donations 
Last day to schedule a donation pickup for a 2021 

Thank You House Sponsors!

Keep up with all things Habitat Home Center  
on Facebook (Habitat Home Center),  
Instagram (habitat_home_center_) or  
email by texting HOMECENTER to 22828.

Happenings!

tax deduction is Friday Dec. 31st.  We will accept 
and pickup gently used furnishings, working 
appliances, workout equipment, building materials 
and more.  Visit our website at: www.habitatsa.org/
habitat-home-center/how-to-donate to review our 
acceptable donations list and reserve your pick up 
date.  Please note that all donations will need to be 
readily available in the garage or on your driveway; 
day of pick up.

*Donations are tax-exempt to the extent allowable by law 
Please consult your tax accountant for more information. 

Wrecking Crew 
You still have time to contact our Wrecking Crew 
for your pre-remodeling project.  The Wrecking 
Crew has the expertise to carefully remove building 
materials from home renovations thus saving you 
time, labor and fees.  Your donation will be sold 
in our Habitat Home Center rather than being 
sent to the landfill and will help further Habitat 
for Humanity of San Antonio’s mission of building 
homes for families in need.  Visit www.habitatsa.
org/habitat-home-center/wrecking-crew/ or call 
210.834.0185 for more information. 

Full House Sponsors:
Ecumenical Genesis
Oak Hills Church
Valero Energy Foundation 
Citi
Thomas J. Henry

45th Anniversary House 
Carlson 
Concordia Lutheran
Jefferson Bank 
Realty San Antonio 
Schneider Electric
Stantec 
Texas Capital Bank 
Trinity Baptist Church

President’s Corner
Notes from Natalie Griffith, President & CEO 

It took two years to finish our first house on Hidalgo 
Street. Today it takes two months to build a modest, 
quality, and affordable home. I still marvel how we 
can turn a concrete slab and studs into a life-changing 
opportunity for a family in need. We’ve always believed 
hardworking low-income families need a “hand up” not 
a handout. Given the opportunity many of our families 
stretch their earnings, save, invest in higher education 
and strive for better. The empowerment portion of our 
program is just as important as affordability. Our families 
leave with a sense of accomplishment, they’re proud 
of their “sweat equity” and are ready to see what else 
is possible with a little grit. It’s also humbling and awe-
inspiring to see thousands of people coming together to 
build and fund the construction of a home for a neighbor 
in need. Witnessing the power of God’s love in action 
doesn’t just impact our families—it changes all of us. 
We’re proud of our legacy of empowerment, affordability 
and service. Thank you to each and every one of you for 
being a part of it. Cheers to 45 more years! 

Veronica Maldonado and family

already making a difference in her life. “She loves our 
house and is excited when family comes over to visit. She’s 
excited to have a “guest” in our 
home and loves being a little 
hostess,” Maldonado said. 

Her daughter, like so many 
children of Habitat homeowners, 
will grow up knowing stability. 
She will drive past rows of 
brightly painted Habitat homes 
and see a constant reminder 
of what’s possible for families 
when faith and hard work are 
compounded by affordability. 

Crystal Santos 

Volunteer frames        
future habitat home

Partial House Sponsors: 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
Lutheran Cluster
Walmart
Woodland Baptist Church

SAVE THE DATE!
Build for Better Bash & House Dedication 
November 13, 2021 from 10:00AM-3:00PM
Rancho Carlota Subdivision | 13801 Watson Road 
Join us for a day of food, fun, and wall building 
as we dedicate 20 homes and celebrate 45 years 
of Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio.
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