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“Transforming lives through simple, decent and affordable housing”

A blond haired 10-year old boy looking
for adventure has raised more than
$40,000 for Habitat for Humanity of
San Antonio.  It all began this past
February when Pastor Rich Kannwischer
of First Presbyterian Church asked his
congregation for a few volunteers to help
him with a project.  Squirming to be
called upon Jackson raised his hand high.  

The pastor gave Jackson $100 and
told him to do something with it to help
others.  After much thought Jackson
decided he wanted to help a family who
did not have a home.  After learning
about Habitat for Humanity’s program
he decided he would like to build a
Habitat house, but knew that $100
would not go very far.  It was then that
he remembered a suggestion from his
Dad.  Jackson decided to use the $100
to buy stamps, envelopes and paper to
write letters to almost everyone he
knew.  He hoped that by asking his
friends and family to help him that he
could come closer to building a home
with a family in need.  

The results were staggering.  Jackson

raised more than $40,000 from his letter
campaign.  First Presbyterian Church
helped make Jackson’s dream a reality
by donating the remaining funds to
sponsor a Habitat home.  Due to
Jackson’s enthusiasm, the help of his
family and friends and the fellowship of
First Presbyterian Church—construction
on a home started on June 10th to help
a family in need.  

The home is being built with the
Ramirez family.  Joe and Stephanie
Ramirez are a young couple with three
exceptionally active children.  Joe Jr. is

8 and Roxanna is 7.  Their youngest
daughter, Faith, is only 10 months old.
The whole family has been living with
Stephanie’s mother for the past few
years and are quite aware they have no
place to call their own.  The Ramirezes
need a home with room for their
growing family.  Their dream is to be
able to afford their own home and also
have space for a basketball net—the kids
can’t wait. 

The Ramirezes were thrilled when they
got the phone call saying they were
accepted into the Habitat for Humanity
program in March.  Immediately they
began to work on their sweat equity
hours.  They knew they needed a
minimum of 300 hours so they started by
helping build the homes of their
neighbors.  By the time Joe and
Stephanie started construction on their
own home they had completed more
than 300 hours!  All summer long they
have diligently been involved with the
building of their own home.   

A little boy with a big heart and a little
bit of vision can accomplish great things.
If it weren’t for Jackson raising his hand
in church one Sunday this build would
not have been possible.  Jackson knows
what it is like to have a home and wanted
to share that with three other children.
Joe Jr., Roxanna and Faith have only

met Jackson once—but to him they will
be forever grateful.

Ten-year-old Jackson stands in front of the Habitat House he helped sponsor.

A little boy with a big heart
and a little bit of vision can
accomplish great things.  

Jackson’s Gift

Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio is
poised to celebrate two milestones—the

celebration of our 30th
anniversary this fall and
a fresh new look.  We’re
changing our logo!

While our other logo
served us for many years we have made the
decision to adopt the new look of Habitat
for Humanity International.  As the first
affiliate of Habitat for Humanity
International, we wanted to keep our look
consistent.  Thirty years later we continue
to be a leader in the world of Habitat for
Humanity—we are one of the top ten
producing affiliates in the United States.   

As anniversaries come and go and logos
change there is one thing that is staying the
same—our mission. Building simple, decent
houses in partnership with families
desperately in need remains our number
one commitment. 
Our 30th anniversary will be celebrated
at a house dedication and a picnic on
Saturday, November 11, 2006.  Save
the date!  For the latest information on
the 30th Anniversary Celebration visit
our website at www.habitatsa.org.

Check Out our New Look!


