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“Transforming lives through simple, decent and affordable housing”

On a quiet cool morning in late
March, under a clear blue sky, 30
Presbyterian volunteers met to begin
construction on the Faith Lytle House.
With hammers swinging, saws buzzing,
the smell of sawdust permeating the
air and the sound of laughter ringing in
the background, volunteers from the
San Antonio Presbyterian Cluster
raised the walls for the future home of
Augustin and Delilah Orta. 

This spring, to honor and recognize
Faith Lytle, Founder, Habitat for
Humanity of San Antonio, the
Presbyterian Cluster has joined
together to build a house in Faith’s

honor.  Faith, who passed away last
spring, put Habitat for Humanity of
San Antonio on the map.  She and her

husband Bill brought the idea of
partnership housing from its origins at
Koinonia Farms, in rural southwest
Georgia, to the inner city of San
Antonio before Habitat for
Humanity was even born.  In
1976, Faith Lytle founded Habitat
for Humanity of San Antonio in
her kitchen along with a group of
committed friends.  With guidance
from Millard Fuller, Founder of
Habitat for Humanity
International, Faith followed the
Habitat principals of building
simple and decent houses, selling
at zero percent interest and
charging no profit to families in need
willing to contribute a minimum of
300 hours of their own sweat equity.
With her great persistence and
devotion to the families, houses were
built with families in need year after
year.  

Working alongside of Bill Lytle
and the rest of the Presbyterian

Cluster volunteers, Augustin and
Delilah are brimming with excitement
to be living in a special home
remembering Faith.  The Ortas have
two little girls, Amber, a bright faced
4 year-old, and Desiree, an energetic
3-year old who both love to sing
along with Barney at the tops of their
lungs.  The Ortas, who currently live
with Delilah’s mother, are ready to
move into their own home and reap
the benefits of homeownership.
Both Ortas are native San Antonians
and graduates of Brackenridge and
Kennedy high schools. Augustin
works for the City of San Antonio at
the Alamodome and Delilah is now a
stay at home mom. 

The Ortas have enjoyed getting to
know Bill and hearing first hand
about Habitat’s beginnings. They
have been overwhelmed by the
kindness of all the Presbyterian
volunteers who have partnered to
build their home and are inspired by

their willingness to help others.  The
Faith Lytle House will be dedicated
on June 3rd at 10 am in our Palo
Alto Community.  A plaque
recognizing Faith’s pioneering efforts
will be permanently displayed on the
Orta’s home.
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With (Faith’s) great persistnce
and devotion to the families,
houses were built with families
in need year after year.


