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“Transforming lives through simple, decent and affordable housing”

A HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF SAN ANTONIO PUBLICATION ¢ ISSUE 25 « AUGUST 2005

Faith Lytle

of San Antonio on the map. With

Faith’s help, HFHSA has always
shown a special distinction from other
Habitat for Humanity affiliates across the
United States. We started construction of
the first Habitat for Humanity house in
the United States on a small parcel of land
on Hidalgo Street on San Antonio’s near
west side in 1976. We have grown to
become one of the top ten largest
producing Habitat for Humanity affiliates
in the country, having built almost 430
homes in partnership with families in
need. None of this would have been
possible without the determination and
vision of a very special woman.

Faith Lytle founded Habitat for
Humanity of San Antonio in her kitchen
with a group of committed friends in
1976. This newsletter and HFHSA’s
2005 affiliate tithe are dedicated to her
memory as a tribute to her life and the
tremendous work she accomplished.
Faith passed away on April 29, 2005,
after a recurrence of breast cancer. She
was 82. Her husband, Bill Lytle, four
children and other members of her family
were at her side.

Faith’s journey began on March 13,

F aith Lytle put Habitat for Humanity

—A Life of Service

1923 in Maplewood, N.J. where she
spent her childhood. After graduating
from Tusculum College in Greenville,
Tenn. she attended Princeton Seminary
where her friend, Bill Lytle was in his
second year. Bill and Faith had met in
Greenville, Tenn. the week she graduated
from college. Married in 1947, she and
Bill began their long and fruitful lives
together as national missionaries in the
Reserve and Corona, N.M. ranching
communities until 1962. They spent
another 11 years in rural mission church
work in the mountain area around the
University of the Ozarks, Clarksville, Ark.
where Bill was a faculty member. For the
past 32 years, they made San Antonio
their home. Bill was pastor of the
downtown Madison Square Presbyterian
Church from 1973 to 1991.

“Faith truly considered
every family a part of
her life...”

They spent most summers at
Chautauqua Lake, NY, which was one of
Faith’s favorite places. She and her family
enjoyed many other vacation trips across
the country — one of the most notable
trips was to Koinoinia Farms in Americus,
Ga. in 1970. It was at Koinoinia that
Faith and Bill met Millard Fuller and
witnessed the dream of Clarence Jordan
and Millard Fuller to build housing
cooperatively with families in need.

Faith’s greatest love was her family.
She and Bill had four children and nine

grandchildren. Other passions included
the arts, her pets, her English heritage,
social issues and her spiritual journey. It
was Faith’s great interest in social issues
and the people around her that really
sparked her founding of Habitat for
Humanity of San Antonio. A great letter
writer, she kept in touch with Millard
Fuller and told him of the great need for
affordable housing in San Antonio and
asked him how to start a housing
program here.

With Millard’s guidance she followed

Habitat  for
Humanity’s
principles of
building simple
and decent
houses, selling
the houses at
zero percent
interest and no
profit to a
family in need
willing to
contribute a Bill and Faith Lytle

minimum  of
300 hours of their own sweat equity.
With her dedication, great persistence and
love for the families, houses were built
with families in need year after year. Faith
kindled the original base of supporters by
writing countless thank you letters and
keeping people involved in the good work.

Faith served on both the local and
international Habitat for Humanity board
of directors throughout the years.
However, her first love was for the Habitat
families. Whenever you would see Faith at
a Habitat event — she would have a huge
smile on her face while talking to one of
the Habitat families.

Faith truly considered every family a
part of her life and prayed for all of God’s
blessings to be bestowed upon them. The
mission of Habitat for Humanity is about
putting one’s faith into action. Nobody did
this better than Faith. She will remain an
inspiration to us all. We miss her dearly.



