
Habitat is very excited about our
new Palo Alto Community!  The
property, acquired in December

2003, is located near Palo Alto College on
the west side of Maria Isabel in the
southwest portion of San Antonio.  

Access to Loop 410, Spur 16 (Poteet
Highway) and IH 35 are only minutes
away from the proposed development.  

One of the many elements Habitat looks
at when evaluating land is the suitability for
our families.   There are 25 existing
Habitat homes that were built from 1994
– 2000 in the adjacent Palo Alto Terrace
neighborhood. These families continue to
be a key component of the neighborhood.
If you drive by the community, you will see
these homes are very well maintained. 

There are several points of interest that
are within close proximity to our Palo Alto
Community.  There are 3 VIA bus stops
located within a half mile of the
community. The community is located

within the Southwest Independent
School District.  The children in this
community will be attending Bob Hope
Elementary, Christa McAuliffe Middle
School and Southwest High School.
There are EMS, Fire and Police
stations located within 4 miles of the
community.  Palo Alto College is
located just across Spur 16 about 1.5
miles from the development and
Celeste Park is located approximately
1 mile from our new Palo Alto Community.

Habitat has 51 acres of land that will
be developed for housing.  We will not
build the entire community at once but
rather we will build it in phases.  Right
now, we are still in the planning stages
but our hope is to complete the
subdivision by the year 2010 with
approximately 300 homes.

It is important to keep in mind that
as great as this large tract of land is,
Habitat is still in need of land because this
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(Left to right): Daniel Weidner, Todd Putnam, engineers for the Palo Alto site and Dennis L. Bechhold,
President and Chief Executive Officer for HFHSA reviewing infrastructure plans at Palo Alto.
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subdivision will be completed in a
relatively short amount of time—now that
we’re building 50+ houses per year.  It
can take as long as 3 years of lead time to
get a piece of land ready for us to begin
housing construction.  In order to have
property ready to go for our next
community, Habitat will need to secure
land in 2006 or 2007 at the latest.

Phase 1 of the Palo Alto Community is
currently under construction.  This phase
consists of 71 residential lots and the
related street, drainage, water, and sewer
improvements.  Macina, Bose, Copeland
and Associates, the engineering firm who
designed this project, has worked very
hard pushing the project through the City
of San Antonio to obtain the proper
approvals. Habitat has hired a great
contractor—Pronto Sandblasting—who is
working hard to complete this project. Our
volunteers will begin house building on 17
of these lots in the 2005 Fall Build, which
is set to begin September 9th.

The cost to procure and develop
suitable land will continue to be one of
Habitat’s biggest challenges.  In the past,
Habitat put in infrastructure every 2 or 3
years to accommodate the number of
homes we were building.  This usually
gave us enough time to secure a large
source of funding for our projects.  Now
that we are building more houses each
year, we use the land quicker and need to
develop it faster.   This makes our funding
more challenging.

The Palo Alto Community will be, by
far, Habitat’s largest community to date.
And, as one might imagine, the cost to
develop a community of this size is very
significant.  

That is why it is even more crucial for
us to have strong backing from
community supporters.  With lots of
community support, Habitat will be able
to make our Palo Alto neighborhood a
thriving community for our hardworking
families.  

We appreciate our partners who have
worked very hard to build houses with
Habitat families in need and we will need
your continued support to make our
Palo Alto Community a success.
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